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Horton in Ribblesdale Parish Council
Parish Clerk – Michelle Park 
clerk@hortoninribblesdale-pc.gov.uk - 07469584759
Minutes of a meeting of Horton in Ribblesdale Parish Council held in the Sports Pavillion on Monday 14th September 2026 at 7.30pm.

Present: Parish Cllrs Martin Hanson (Chair), Liz Hornby, Thomas Millman, Kath Jackson, Ian Mounsey, NYC Cllr Staveley                                                                
103/27: Apologies for Absence:  Cllrs Fiona Durham (Vice Chair) & Lorraine Leary.
104/27: To consider the approval for reasons for absence given by councillors: 
105/27: Code of Conduct- Localism Act 2011:  
a) To record any councillor’s disclosable pecuniary interests in relation to any item on this agenda. To receive any changes in members’ register of interests & declaration of interests forms and to receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensations. None Noted.
b) To complete new Register of Interest Forms. Cllrs Mounsey and Hanson to complete the forms and return to the Clerk.
106/27: To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 10th August 26 as a true and accurate record. Approved.
107/27: Matters arising (not noted elsewhere on the agenda) – to receive information on the following on-going issues and decide further action where necessary.
1 – Highways – invited to attend meeting, no confirmation on attendance as at agenda date above. The Parish Council would like to discuss highways issues including yellow lines, trimming hedges near speed signs, parking issues, speed and increased wagon traffic. Clerk to progress. Cllr Staveley to raise at a forthcoming meeting with Highways Officers.  
	2 - Website and new email addresses
The new Parish Council website is live. The Councillors have received new email addresses. The Clerk and Chair email addresses to be used as contact points on the website. 
chair@hortoninribblesdale-pc.gov.uk
clerk@hortoninribblesdale-pc.gov.uk
www.hortoninribblesdale-pc.gov.uk

3. Defibrillator training – sessions being held on the 28th and 30th September. Spaces filling up. Cllrs to continue to promote. Room hire paid for. Cllrs advised to book themselves onto sessions. Noted.

108/27: Public Participation – the period of time allocated for this item shall not exceed 15 minutes. 
Cllr Hornby raised the issue of a thank you letter to local parishioners for their help with fencing works. Resolved. Clerk to progress with Cllr Hornby.  
Cllr Hornby suggested a donation to the Yorkshire Dales Wildlife Rescue from the Council for their storage assistance with the above works. Resolved. The Council to donate £25. Clerk to progress with Cllr Hornby.
Cllr Jackson suggested a formal thank you to the Quarry in Horton for their support with the new picnic benches and decorative stones. Resolved. Clerk and Cllr Jackson to action.
109/27: Clerk’s Report – The Councillors welcomed the report detailing actions completed over the past month. The Clerk asked if Cllrs would welcome a separate meeting to discuss budgets and contracts for 2027/28 – it was felt these matters could be covered within the usual October Parish Council meeting. Noted.
110/27: To consider and decide upon the following planning applications
C/44/311A - Ribble View Barn, Ashes Farm, Selside, Settle (GR:377839,478225)
Section 73 application to vary Conditions 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 12 of C/44/311 (Full planning permission for change of use and conversion of existing storage barn to dwelling and erection of detached garage) in respect of the addition of a front canopy to external door on east elevation, details relating to windows and woodwork, extraction and ventilation, roof-light light mitigation, surfacing, boundary treatment, drainage, external lighting and landscaping (part retrospective). Application Noted. No comments to make. 

111/27: North Yorkshire Council Report  
NYCC Cllr. Staveley gave an update on matters including the new Kex Gill road and an update that the Chief Executive of North Yorkshire Council is retiring. 
The Mayor has launched a Draft Local Transport Plan which can be found at https://yorknorthyorks-ca.gov.uk/local-transport-plan-consultation/ - the closing date for comments is Wednesday 4th November 26. The survey takes around 10 minutes to complete. 
Cllr. Staveley also noted that North Yorkshire Council is working to promote blood pressure checks for residents. https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/pharmacies/find-a-pharmacy-that-offers-free-blood-pressure-checks/ 
Cllr. Staveley noted that a positive meeting had been held around the Village Hall, with an openness to facilities being developed in the Parish. Cllr. Staveley also noted that the issue of a Tourist Tax is starting to be discussed regionally.  The Calderdale Energy Park remains at the pre-inspection stage with the planning inspectorate, no further update at this point.


112/27: Financial Matters
1. To receive and note the current bank account balances as at 31.8.26 – Noted.
HSBC Current Account £10,186.25
HSBC Savings Account £6530.55
HSBC Dinsdale Account £3299.49
2. To receive and note the bank reconciliation and the payments made in August 26. Noted. The Clerk noted that a VAT reclaim needed to be actioned, this would be progressed.
	Date
	Description
	Payee
	Amount paid
	Vat included

	3.8.26
	Grass cutting Churchyard July 26
	Robert Davidson 
	110.00
	 

	3.8.26
	Grass Cutting Helwith Bridge Car Park July 26
	Robert Davidson 
	70.00
	 

	11.8.26
	Grass cutting, verges contract July 26 work
	Horton Landscapes 
	360.00
	60.00

	11.8.26
	Electricity street lights
	npower
	88.85
	4.23

	11.8.26
	Clerk phone, travel and admin expenses
	Michelle Park Clerk/RFO
	92.97
	 

	13.8.26
	Employers National Insurance - month 3
	HMRC
	16.81
	 

	13.8.26
	Employers National Insurance - month 4
	HMRC
	38.87
	 

	20.8.26
	Email hosting 
	Vision ICT
	48.00
	8.00

	28.8.26
	Clerk's Monthly Salary plus overtime June/July/WFH Aug 26
	Michelle Park Clerk/RFO
	862.59
	 

	28.8.26
	Employers National Insurance - Month 5
	HMRC
	63.96
	 

	19.8.26
	Bank Charges to 28/7/26
	HSBC
	1.90
	 




3. To note progress with changing the HSBC bank mandate signatories. The Clerk advised that the bank mandate had been changed. The next step is to add Cllr Durham to the account and change the statement address. New Cllr email addresses to be set up before it can be actioned. Clerk & Cllrs. to progress. 
4. Approval of Clerk’s administration expenses. Resolved – approved.
5. Approval of NJC Pay Award Resolved – approved.
6. To note the increase in room hire fees at the Pavilion and that fees from 25/26 have been paid. Noted.
7. To approve the purchase of Parish On-line Mapping Software £70 plus VAT per annum. Resolved – approved.

113/27: Code of Conduct: To review and adopt the most recent LGA Model Councillor Code of Conduct. The Clerk noted that the Council had an older version in place from 2019. Resolved – Cllrs requested additional time to review the code. This will be added to the agenda for the next meeting. 
114/27: Local Plan: To consider developing a plan over forthcoming months before the setting of the 27/28 budget detailing the Parish Council’s priorities over the next year(s). Resolved – Cllrs to consider the issues and priorities that could inform the plan to help with the forthcoming budget setting. To be added to the agenda for the next meeting.
115/27: Burial Ground: To receive an update on capacity and grounds maintenance frequency. Cllrs were updated on the burial ground capacity, with an estimated 20 years of unused grave/ ashes interment space left. Noted.
Cllrs agreed to an increase of £20 per cut for landscaping works in the burial ground. Resolved - approved.
Cllrs requested more information to help them make a decision around the management of burial mounds/ settlement. Cllrs noted that this is a sensitive area. With considerations needed for the budget and an approach for existing and new graves. Clerk to contact other burial grounds to find out how others manage this. Clerk to report back.
The Clerk noted that she carries out the Burial Clerk role and as a salaried employee of the Council this work is carried out under her standard hours. No further burial clerk payment is payable. Noted
Cllrs noted an email from a visitor to the Burial Ground around the policy on grass cutting frequency and strimming options. Cllrs felt they could not increase the frequency within the current budget. Resolved – the grass cutting frequency will remain as present. The details of a strimming contact with be shared if enquiries received. Clerk to update the visitor who emailed the enquiry.
The Clerk provided an update on the pre-payment of interment/burial fees. Advice had been sought and the Council are unable to accept the pre-payment of interment/burial fees. Grave plots can be reserved and purchased in advance of need. Clerk to respond to the Parishioner who raised the question of pre-payment.
The Clerk noted that the Yorkshire Local Councils Association were holding a course on cemetery management in November at a cost of £56.40, this would be beneficial for the Council if the Clerk would attend. Approved.

116/27: Assets: The Council reviewed the list of assets identified during a tour by the Chair & Clerk in July 2026. Noted. Clerk to finalise the schedule and price up the signage for Helwith Bridge Car Park.
117/27: Green Space: See item 122/27
118/27:  Highways, Parking, Footway Lighting &Maintenance: Cllrs noted the handrails at the bridge near the old School are not secure. Noted. Clerk to report to Highways.
119/27: Training and Development: Cllrs had received the information circulated by the Clerk around training opportunities and dates/ venues of other Parish Council meetings for observation. Noted.
120/27: Correspondence:   
1. NYC Annual Precept Letter. Noted.
2. United Utilities proposed works Helwith Bridge area. Cllrs requested that the Clerk raise questions with United Utilities around the need for a solar light, the dark skies impact and the need to raise awareness with YDNP planning. Cllrs confirmed that the Parish Council does own the land. Resolved – Clerk to respond to United Utilities around the issues discussed.
3. Invite to On-line Parish Forum – 2 max representatives required. Resolved – Clerk to attend and report back.
4. Digital inclusion grants – funding opportunities. Noted.

121/27:  Incidents reported to North Yorkshire Police:  
31.07.26 – RTC – car via pedal bike – Helwith Bridge
3 Abandoned calls
17.08.26 – X2 Crime violence/domestic dispute
22.08.26 – Animal concern – dog in vehicle
08.09.26 – Other Police Force/ASB Personal
 

122/27: To resolve to exclude members of the public and press under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the nature of the business to be transacted at items 100/27 to being prejudicial to the public interest
1. The tree at Pinfold in Horton in Ribblesdale is diseased and requires removal. Quote received from a tree felling service to remove. Resolved. Quote agreed £450 plus VAT.
2. The Council resolved to consider any works/ quotes for hedging near the Old School Bridge/ seat in Spring 27. Clerk to add to the appropriate agenda.
3. The Council resolved to consider the village green and village entrance areas at the next meeting.  – to be discussed at next meeting.
4. The Council had received an enquiry around green waste disposal. The Council resolved that all contractors will be asked for their waste licences/exemptions and insurance when working on behalf of the Parish Council.  Clerk to follow up with existing contractors and request for any new contractors.
123/27: To determine any Matters not included on the agenda which the Chair considers to be a matter of urgency      - None raised.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            124/27: The Date of The Next Parish Council Meeting:   Monday 12th October 2026 7.30pm at the Quarry Offices, Cragg Hill Road, Horton in Ribblesdale   



Michelle Park
Michelle Park - Parish Clerk & RFO
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